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Graduate students' perceptions of the role of artificial intelligence
in reducing economic impacts of dropout: a qualitative study
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Abstract:

Dropout is a significant challenge to many education systems,
including the Saudi educational system, which has witnessed
unprecedented rises in public education institutions' expenditures in
recent decades due to many reasons, including grade retention for
many pupils. This study aims to discover graduate students'
perceptions at a public university in Saudi Arabia about the possibility
of employing artificial intelligence technologies designated for
education in reducing failure and dropout in public schools in the
country. The study adopted a qualitative approach and interviews to
collect information. The study sample consisted of 25 participants
whom the first researcher interviewed. One of the most prominent
results of the study was the participants' agreement on the adverse
economic effects of failure and dropout at the personal and national
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levels. The results indicated a positive tendency towards artificial
intelligence applications and its role in improving students' academic
achievement. Participants also believed that education applications
equipped with artificial intelligence technologies could effectively
reduce academic failure due to low academic achievement, the most
prominent cause of grade retention and dropout. The study developed
several recommendations and proposals to activate school artificial
intelligence applications.
Keywords: educational waste, school dropout, efficiency of spending
on education, school financing, artificial intelligence, artificial
intelligence in education.
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