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An analytical and evaluative study of the social studies book
for the seventh grade from the teachers' point of view
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Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze and evaluate the seventh-
grade social studies textbook from the perspective of teachers
using a descriptive approach (content analysis) of the seventh-
grade social studies textbook. The researcher used two tools to
analyze the book in terms of (educational objectives, knowledge
components  (content), educational activities, evaluation
questions), and a questionnaire distributed on the fields (artistic
output form of the book, educational objectives, content,
educational activities, evaluation) to collect information from the
study sample. The researcher verified the validity and reliability
of the two tools using appropriate methods. The study sample
consisted of (82) male and female teachers (56.6%). To reach the
results of the study, the arithmetic means, standard deviations,
and percentages of repetitions were extracted. (t-test) tests and
one-way ANOVA were used to calculate the differences between
the arithmetic means. The study reached the following results:
There is a balance between cognitive, skill, and affective
objectives. There is no balance between classroom and
extracurricular activities, as the book focuses on classroom
activities and neglects extracurricular activities. There is no
balance between instructional and enrichment activities, as the
book focuses on instructional activities and the activities are
based on the content and may be considered part of it. There is
no balance between the questions that develop lower-order
thinking skills and those that develop higher-order thinking
skills, especially those at the level of synthesis and evaluation.
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As for the results related to the components of knowledge, the
average percentage of the knowledge component of facts and
concepts together was 58.2%. The evaluation estimates of the
five study areas showed that the artistic output form of the book
field ranked first among the other fields, as its rating was high.
The evaluation field ranked second, as its rating was high. The
objectives field came in third place, as its rating was high. The
educational activities field ranked fourth, as its rating was
medium. The content and its elements field came in fifth and last
place, as its rating was medium. The results of the study also
showed that the teachers' ratings of the seventh-grade social
studies textbook did not differ according to years of service and
educational qualification, while they did differ according to
gender, as they differed in favor of males in the fields
(objectives, content, and activities). In light of the results, the
researcher recommended involving teachers in preparing and
developing curricula, conducting analytical evaluation studies of
social studies textbooks at their various stages.

Keywords: Curriculum, textbook, analysis, evaluation, social
studies, seventh grade.
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