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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the level of social competence
and vocational interests among first-year high school students in
the city of Abha. It also sought to understand the nature of the
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relationship between these two variables and the possibility of
predicting vocational interests through social competence.
Additionally, the study examined the impact of variables such as
parents' education level, family income, and family size on social
competence and vocational interests. The study employed a
descriptive correlational methodology. The study instruments
included the Social Competence Scale developed by Bani Said
(2022) and the Vocational Interests Scale developed by Al-
Maaytah (2021). The sample consisted of 350 first-year high
school students in the city of Abha. The study found that the
level of social competence among the sample was high, with
responses yielding a weighted average of 4.15 and a relative
weight of 82.95%, with a standard deviation of 0.43. Similarly,
the vocational interests level was high, with responses yielding a
weighted average of 3.98 and a relative weight of 79.55%, with a
standard deviation of 0.43, falling within the high range. Also
there was a positive and significant correlation between
vocational interests and social competence. The study also
revealed statistically significant positive correlations at the 0.01
level between scores of all sub-dimensions of vocational
interests and those of social competence. Moreover, there were
no statistically significant differences in the mean scores of
social competence based on the variables of parents' education
level, family income, and family size. Likewise, no statistically
significant differences were found in the mean scores of
vocational interests based on the same variables. The study
provided several recommendations, including the provision of
various behavioral programs to improve social competence using
modern technology and forming partnerships with international
scientific institutions and universities to contribute to vocational
development programs for students.
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