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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the role of Saudi universities in
guiding postgraduate students towards employing future studies
methods in educational research. The study applied the foresight
approach (future studies) using the Delphi Technique. The study
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sample consisted of 28 experts from faculty members in colleges
of education at Saudi universities, purposefully selected
according to specific criteria. The initial tool consisted of 30
statements, which were refined to 25 statements distributed as
follows: 9 statements on the role of university administration, 9
statements on the role of university colleges, and 7 statements on
the role of faculty members. The study concluded with several
findings, including the role of university administration in
establishing clear research policies that promote the adoption of
future studies methods in educational research, as well as
integrating future studies into the strategic plans for scientific
research at the postgraduate level. The role of university colleges
was reflected in promoting the culture of future studies among
postgraduate students and faculty members, in addition to
establishing specialized research units within colleges of
education dedicated to future studies. The role of faculty
members was represented in providing a supportive academic
environment that encourages students to apply future studies
methods in their educational research, as well as motivating
students to choose research topics with a future-oriented
perspective that contributes to anticipating educational solutions
to expected challenges. In light of this, the study recommended
training postgraduate students on future studies methods, such as
the Delphi Technique and scenario building, through conducting
specialized workshops.
Keywords: Foresight Studies — Future Studies — Delphi
Technique — Saudi Universities
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